TOWN OF CLARENCE

Summary of Preliminary Findings

of the History of

10594 MAIN STREET
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY - 10594 MAIN STREET

Historical Marker directly across the street.
Clarence — Oldest Town in Erie County.
Heart of the Hollow on Ransom Creek.
Very few original structures from the early
pioneer village are left. This is one of them.

Dates from 1800 to 1820 (likely closer to
1800).

It is likely one of the oldest structures left in
Erie County.

Built with wide planks likely cut at Asa
Ransom’s sawmill.

Was directly across the street from the
village blacksmith shop dating to 1303.

Was the home of several village blacksmiths.
Associated with the early economy of village
life in Clarence’s very beginning.

- ELLICO "T"'OP:T
LAND COMPANY
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY - 10594 MAIN STREET

Twin chimney modified Federal or Adam’s
style popular before 1820.

Solid hand-hewn beam and peg construction
similar to homes built around 1800.

Likely built at time when Thomas Jefferson
was president.

Buffalo was likely still known as “New
Amsterdam” at the time and was part
Clarence.

Asa Ransom’s Tavern would have been visible
from the window.

Joseph Ellicott — First Holland Land Company
Office in Ransom’s Tavern.

Likely sheltered refugees and injured soldiers
fleeing the burning of Buffalo during the War
of 1812.




JOSEPH ELLICOTT MORRIS PURCHASE MAP - 1800
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PUDBIL.IC I._AWS

OF "THE

STATE OF NEW-YoOoRrxkx.,

FPASSEID AT THE THIRTY-THIRD SESSION OF THE LLEGIS

AN ACT 1o divide the Town of Clarence, in the County of Ntagara.
Passed February 8, 1810.

L E it enacted by the People of the State of New-York, refiresent-
ed in Senate and Assembly, That from and after the first Tues-
dav of March next, all that part of the town of Clarence, in the countr
of Niagara, bounded by a certain meridian line distinguished on Ellicott’s
map, and commonly known by the name df the west transit line, includ-
ing all that part of the aforesaid town of Clarence which lies west of the
oresaid transit line, shall be and is hereby erected into a separate town
bv the name of Buffaloe; and the first town meeting in the said town of
Buffaloe, shall be holden at the dwelling house of Elias Ransom, in the
said town of Buffaloe ; and that all the remaining part of the town of Cla-
rence shall be and remain a separate town by the name of Clarence ; and
that the next town meeting in the said town of Clarence. shall be held at
the house of Asa Ransom, in the said town.



SUMMER OF 1813

PORT OF BUFFALO IN 1813,
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Burning of Buffalo.
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MAP OF CLARENCE HOLLOW - 1855

SRR GE

«:‘ >
L))

1855

A AR




e/

; >

“:"\ 'vy j r - ; o §
\ ‘ﬂ ! o r”?‘ — ) -'”‘;’ 4
N R Pl e
L o T AL T Y S | ST | |

N Yy o e ) S L B
Ny (= e AT 7
ENNIAV (SR GIET 7 LN A
AR TR
5~ { l/]A

e 2 2

5 .
e IRy

TN Vg (e .
m%“,_-« —A'“' 7, ALy 4
>

_""s'ﬂ_:: W i

L~ \\.l",!






. B

L



...~'.~’r,-,', ~A

H

AT

>

e Li st tatemty ¢

4 "N AL o S
L M‘ W S
. . '

-

. €1 vy
‘,_“‘ .

= X & ~
i oW ‘?‘3% ”\

’




1907: John Zimmerman, Blacksmith



Early 1900s: houses near the bridge Left to Right:
John Zimmerman, Thomas Sinsel, John Foote




1958: The home above is now owned by Mr. and Mrs. R.K. Beard. It is the only building left where the old
blacksmith shop was located.
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10594 Main







10594 Main Home Built in 1800




CLARENCE HISTORIC PRESERVATION
FAILURE - 1946

Another Ancient Landmark Bows to Marceh of Time




Sunday, February 34, 1946 7.8

{BUFFALO COURIER-EXPRESS,




’Outl:y Hitching Post Left
At Site of Famed Smithy

W;recking Crew Demolishes Clarence Shop,
Erected When Buffalo Was Only a Prairie

——







ghop was built just two
sr the Holland Land Co.
ts first sale of property
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is not definitely known, but he is
credited with spending mcre of his

time making wagons than shoeing
horses.

Probably no other building in
this section has had such con-
tinuous use for the same purpose,
From 1803 to 1941, the forge
blazed and the anvils
could be heard down the village
street. Smiths who wielded the

tongs W Winagle, Peter
Folley, Grey, Ermest Wen-
ner and last, but not least, John
C. Zimmerman.




Zimmerman learned his trade at
the age of 16, working for John
Tuttle in the Town of Newstead
and then for Thomas QGrey in the
old “smithy” in Clarence. Answer-
ing the call of the West, he set out
for 8. D, in 1883, but re-
mained there only three years and
returned to buy the old shop in
Clarence from Ernest Wenner.
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OHN ZIMMERMAN BLACKSMITH SHOP 5n Main
asom Creck. Believed to have been built by John
", Qnise before the War of 1812,




Horses were brought from miles
away to be shod under the expert
of Zimmerman, who not
only had a reputation for fine
work, but “a way with horses.”
With Erheardt\ Schles, a wagon-
maker who lived across the street,
W turned out scores of




and sleighs were made on the as-
sembly line. Horses gave way to
tractors. The few remaining

smiths, in order to grab off what
trade there was, equipped trucks
with forges and went to the
horses, rather than having the
horses brought to them.

Tut Zimmerman, getting older,
did not give up his post before the
forge in the old blacksmith shop.
His fame as a craftsman had
spread so widely that he was kept

busy turning out special jobs.
Many of these were for Buffalo-




toration of old ironwork was ime
portant to them. s
Zimmerman died In 1941 and
his passing the old black-
shop was stilled for the first
in more than a century. So










Clarence Clusterings.

— . o % rom our Regelor Correspondend,
- WILLIAMSVILLE, THURSDAT; AUGUST m‘ Craxexce, Ang. 18th, 1550,

Local. Department.

Miss -Sophia Bickers started for Phila- |
delphia last Monday morning.
Mr. Humbert is remodeling the Mallor
place.
Miss Emnma Ballou and Mills Case are |
here from New Jersey, for a vacation. '
Mr. John Zimmerman ha.S~bought the

black smuh sh0p of Mr.

tonsxtlnsmotber
- Mrs. Dr. Lusk and haboymhmon

avisit. * . PRISCILLA.

—_—— -



Asa Bansom - Warranty Deed

To Dated August 22 1816
Christopher M. Harvey . Acknowledged August 27 1816 Christopher Harvey was the Portia
Becorded October 21 1616 in Ransom’s husband (Asa’s son-in-law).

Liber 4 of Deeds at page 8

They were married in 1815.

Consideration $250.00

Conveys premises et al.
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Jacob G, Erb and
Catherine his wife
to

Catherine Hershew

NO FURTHER SEARCH V8
GRANTORS SUBSEQUENT TO

DECEMBER 31

W Deed dated November 16 1840
recorded in liber 60(of/Deeds

page 415 December 31 1840

Conveys the following described
premiges:- Beginning at the southwest
corner of the village lot now awned

and occupied by the heirs of Peter

Herghey Esq., deceased on the north

side of the Buffalo Road: thence west

! on eald road 20 links to ?. Aldrich's land: thence north on

AndA AMMAY vl a anatdy 1A na L nheal nay Hhhanmaa wrornd® mavmen1Tal srd +4
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Betsey Prlnée, Warranty Deed

Eliza Prince, Dated September

William Prince, Acknowledged September 7‘1850

Mary Prince and _ Recorded December 2 1850 in

George Prince Liber 115 of Deeds at page Y4l
To Consideration $30.00

Catharine Hershy ' Conveys the west 4 feet

of premises et al. (Signed and
acknowledged Betséy Prince, Maria E.
Prince, Wm. H. Prince, M. I. Prince -

and George C. Prince.)

Catharine Hershey Warranty Deed

To Dated April 1

James Grey and Acknowledged May 2 1864
Thomas Gre Recorded September 1 1880 in

Liber 411 of Deeds at page 206

Consideration $500.00
' Conveys the west 4 feet

of'premises et al.



Henry Vantine and
Catherine Hershey
Vantine (daughter)
purchased one of
the lots in 1854,
probably to live
next to Catherine
Hershey after Peter
Hershey’s passing in

1851.
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S8idney Aldrich and
Lydia Ann his wife

NO SEARCH VS8 GCRANTORS
to

Henry K. Vantine

W Deed dated April 5 1854

t recorded in liber 141 of Deeds

page 142 April 18 1854

' Conveye the following described
- premiges:~ Beginning at a post

| 8tanding in the north bounds of

the Buffalo R9§d at the southwest

D=l = paspalesssl ocoupied
'Y Mrs. Catherine Hersey arl running
westerly on the bounds of said road
79 1links to the land now owned by

Frederlck Wineagle: thence north

along the east line of Frederick Wineagle and Jacob W. Bmith

: l
lland 5 chains to a post: thence east parallel with the Buffalo

{ Road 79 linke to a post:
ior beginning, containing

b

l
hence south 5 chains to the place

J square perches more or less.

T — .




WILDER VANTINE
1835-1862
Killed at Antietam in 1862
(Picture from an old tin-type)
Circa-1861.



{ Henry K. Vantyne
9 ] to

David Vantine

west along the north bou

W Deed dated April 1 1868

recorded in liber 269 of Deeds ' ;

page 373 April 15 1868

Conveys the followlng described
premlses:~ Beglnning at a post in
the north bounds of the 0ld Buffalo
Road at the southwest corner of land
owned by Catherine Hershey and thence

g8 of gaid Buffalo Road 79 links to

land now owned by Grey's( lacksmith): thence northerly along the

|

a post: thence easterly o)

easterly line of sald Greg

's and Windnagle's land 5 chains to
rallel with sald Buffalo Road 79 links

to a post: thence southerly 5 chains to the place of beginning,
1

be the same more or less.!




| David Vantine and W Deed dated March 13 1871

Elener his wife ' mcknowledged March 13 1871

to recorded in liber 328 of Deeds

\

| Thomas Sinsel page 519 April 11 1879 ‘
Conveyes the following described

premisea:- Beglnning at a post

i in the north bounds of the 0ld
Buffalo Road at the eouthwest

corner of land owned by Catherine

| Herghey and thence wester}y along the north bounds of sald

1 Buffalo Road 79 linke to %and now owned by Gray's and occupied

| as Blacksmith lot: thence .northerly along the east line of eald

i .
h Gray's and George K, Vant%ne's land 5 chalns to a post: thence
; easterly parsllel with eaid Buffalo Road 79 links to Catherine

i
|
% Hershey's land: thence aoﬁtherly 5 chains to the place of
| : I

!

| beginning, -
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‘a’nd

Elizabeth hies wife,

|
f to

Thomas Sinse

| NO FURTHER SEARCH V8

i
1

GRANTORS SUBSEQUENT TO

SEPTEMBER 1§ 1880

%
9

| Township 12, Range 6, described as

W Deed dated April 7 1880
recorded in liber 411 of Deeds

page 208 September 1 1880
Conveys part of Lot N® 13, Sectlon 2,

follows:- Beglnning at a post in

the north bounds of the Buffalo Road
at the southeast corner of land now
owned and occupiled by Thomas Sinsel:

thence northerly along sald Sinsel's
i SRR -_._‘-""-ﬂ—’-*v—J — — J
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 Clarence Clnsterings.

) mem % rom our Regulor Conupuldtnl.
~  Cagnce, Aug, M-

Local Depart_mgllt_;

Miss -Sophia Bickers started for Phila- |
delphia last Monday morning.

Mr. Humbert is remodeling the Mallor
place.

Miss Exoma Ballou and Mills Case are
here from New Jersev, for a vacation. '

Mr. John Zimmerman ba&bougbt the
black smuh sh0p of Mr. Lho

- Mrs. pr Lnsksnd beboymbmon.

avisit. . Prrscrira.



MAP OF CLARENCE HOLLOW - 1880
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THE SINSEL TANNERY
which stood on the eant side of Ransom Road near Ransom Creek,
about where the railrond now crosses, The later Republic Light,
Heatand Power Gompany building no longer stands.



mmsno EVERY THURSDAY AT
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Our old friead Mr. THomas Grey, who
for some timé past has been resding in
Millgrove, has bought the hotel property
of Mrs, Sadler and in all probability will
 retarn to oar village. HeraLD.

|
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When Thomas Gray was born in 1840 in England, his father, James,
was 37 and his mother, Jane, was 38. He had one daughter with
Elizabeth Grey in 1874. He died in 1890 at the age of 50.

CERTIFIED COPY OF AN ENTRY OF BIRTH

3 Application Numberj'g"’)éH ........
REGISTRATION DISTRICT /?%/‘L
[$4o_. BIRTH in the Sub-district of Aew anct Baomiy _inthe Lownds 8 Jnictdlese
Columins:— ] 3 3 4 —— ¢ 7 - 9 0
No | Mt | wemre | s | Mg | Slietewm | Onie | Semis o | W T St | v oot
Vit frundt |
& | /WJ Kot e o hen %M ] Deentler) ——
' | {944-7 %‘V"’"u’% { B ow ALane M {
g | | Btomly | /ho |Magithor |
| | .

CERTIFIED to be a true copy of an entry in the certified copy of a Register of Births the District above mentioned.
Given at the Generat Reaister Orce, LONDON, under the Seal of the said Office, the ool day of %vm,&u 197

This contificate i lssned in pumnuance of the Births and Deaths Rogistration Act 1853,
Section 34 provides that any certified y of an entry purpocting to be senlod or stamptith the seal of the General Regiter Office shall bhe received o evidence of the hieth

or death 1o which if relates without gny farther or other proof of the entry, and no certibopy purparting to have boen in the i
Bc 9584 91 unless it I sealed of stamped as aforsuid. given in (he suid Office shall be of a0y foroe or effect

CAUTION >—Any pervon who (1) falsifies amy of the particulars ou this cortiieste, or (2) ut Bilsiliod cortilieate, o true, knowlag it to be falso, is able to prosceution

R —



Residence

Thomas Gray lived in Bromley, Middlesex, England, in 1861.

Relationship: Son

1861 - Bromley St Leonard, Middlesex, England

Lives with mother, Jane Gray 58
Thomas Gray 20. Occupation: Blacksmith.

Residence

Thomas Gray lived in Clarence, New York, in 1865.

Relation to Head: Son

1865 « Clarence, Erie, New York, USA

Father, James, is also a Blacksmith. Born in England. Naturalized and owner of land.



1890

AGE 50 Gravemarker-Thomas and Elizabeth Grey

Grave marker of Thomas Grey (Gray) 1840 to 1890 and his wife Elizabeth 1837 to 1927. Photo courtesy of
John C. a great great grandson.

Age 50 — Death 13 Nov 1890 * Akron Newstead, Erie County, New York — Ledgelawn Cemetery
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SUMMARY - 10594 MAIN STREET

Likely one of the oldest remaining structures in Erie
County.

One of the last standing pioneer structures left in the
Hollow. Located on Ransom Creek, the very heart of
the original pioneer village.

Associated with historic 1803 blacksmith shop which
was located across the street.

Was the “blacksmith residence” for several village
blacksmiths.

Played an important role in the early village economy,
as well as with assisting pioneers passing through to
head farther West.

Likely existed before “Buffalo” was even called
“Buffalo”.

Likely built with planks cut at Asa Ransom’s sawmill.
Likely sheltered refugees and injured soldiers fleeing

the burning of Buffalo during the War of 1812.




